
“Another issue for Italian officials is that public 

procurement in health care has come to prioritize 

cost and compliance over innovation (Patrucco et 

al., 2016). There has been a severe lack of identifying 

governance solutions that could transform 

procurement into a more strategic process—

specifically, to stimulate innovation, 

coordination, and evidence based decision-making. 

The perception that efforts to prevent corruption 

in contracting have swung so far that 

bureaucratic cultures and the overlapping and 

fragmented nature of legal controls stifle any 

attempt at contracting innovation (Meehan et al., 

2016). The result is a formal and informal public 

procurement institution that does not give 

adequate attention to issues of long-term risk in 

supply chain disruptions, business continuity 

concerns, or product integration—which could 

better buffer the public sector to surges in 

demand.” 
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